St. Andrew Presbyterian Church Community United Methodist Church
November 30, 2025 10 am First Sunday of Advent

Give thanks to the Lord, who is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever!
Psalm 118:1, 19-20

GATHERING MUSIC Joanna McAtee and Bill Holda

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Katy Manck
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE “Come, O Come Thou, Dear Redeemer” CESAR FRANCK

*UNITY HYMN: (%o the tune of “The Church’s One Foundation”)
In Unity, we gather to worship and rejoice.
From our own faith traditions, we pray with one strong voice:
Lord, help us love each other and serve all those in need,
and live as your disciples — in heart and word and deed.

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Alan & Miriam Peters
God of power unexpected,
we want you to tear open the heavens and come down;
to make mountains quake, water boil, and stars to fall
until all nations tremble at your presence!

[Lighting the first candle]

But you will not perform according to our wants and whims.

Instead, you come like the sound of sheer silence: Thin. Quiet.

Instead, you are born among us as an infant.

Instead, you show us how love is made perfect in weakness.

So we will stay alert, or at least we will try, because we are your people
and there is no other God besides you. Amen.

Hymn #88 (GTG) “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Verses 1 & 2

*CALL TO WORSHIP
I was glad when they said to me,
Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
that we may learn God’s ways and walk in God’s paths.
Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!



*HYMN #82 (GTG) “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL

*CALL TO CONFESSION
You know what time it is:
Now is the time to wake from sleep.
Salvation is near!
Let us confess our sin.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of night and day, there is no shadow that can conceal
our sin from you and no secret that you will not bring to light.
For our reveling and drunkenness, forgive us, O God.
For our debauchery and licentiousness, forgive us, O God.
For our quarreling and jealousy, forgive us, O God.
O God, forgive us our sins, renew us in love, and teach us
to live in a way that brings honor and glory to your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Beloved, in your baptism you were bathed in light and clothed with grace.
Therefore, put on the Lord Jesus Christ!
Know that you are forgiven, and live in peace.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
*HYMN #581 (GTG) “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI

*SHARING IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
(Let us offer one another signs of peace and welcome.)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
ENGAGING WITH THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Alan Peters
O God of our people and Lord of every nation, let your Word
ring out from the mountains and your Spirit shine forth in the earth,
so that all may hear your teaching and all may do your will;
through Jesus Christ our peace. Amen.

SCRIPTURE TEXTS
Old Testament: Isaiah 2:1-5



The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

New Testament Lesson: Romans 13:11-14
The Lord bless the reading of this, God’s word.
The Lord bless the hearing of this, God’s word.

HYMN #384 (GTG) “Soon and Very Soon” SOON AND VERY SOON

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 24:36-44
Holy wisdom, holy Word.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Stanley Larson

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - (from a Brief Statement of Faith, PC(USA)
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor
and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed
and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up
the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain
and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life,
breaking the power of sin and evil, us from death to life eternal. Amen.

GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD

CALL FOR OFFERING TO GOD AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN #606 (GTG) “D()X()l()gy” OLD HUNDREDTH

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



GOING FORTH TO LIVE THE WORD

*HYMN #377 (GTG) “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” HOUSTON

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE “Savior of the Nations, Come” J.S.BACH

Announcements

Welcome friends! May the welcome you feel here be worthy of the gracious God that
we serve. In this service, an asterisk (*) invites you to stand as health allows. Material
printed in bold is for the congregation to sing or say. Let us worship God!

E] i E] CUMC members, please mark your attendance today using the QR
: code here.

St. Andrew members, please mark your attendance and note
prayer concerns in the Friendship Registers in each pew.

o]

Honor or remember loved ones with a poinsettia! The flowers will adorn the
sanctuary this Christmas season. Order envelopes are available in the narthex.

Join us on Sunday, December 7, as Rev. Laura Walters returns to continue our church-
wide conversation on the anti-racism policy. Everyone is warmly welcome to attend.

Join us for the Jefferson Candlelight Tour on Friday, December 5. We'll meet in the
church parking lot at 12:30 p.m. Tickets are available at JeffersonCandlelight.com

Our Angel Tree is now up in the narthex! Please consider purchasing a gift for a child
or family and return with the tag by Sunday, Dec 15. Thank you for helping make
Christmas bright for these children and families.

Mark your calendars for a church-wide Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 16, at
6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall! Please bring an appetizer to share as we gather for a
joyful evening of festive fellowship and friendship. Everyone is warmly welcome!



